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The  Medical  Officers  Report 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  annual  report  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  for  the 
year  1947. 

The  response  to  the  immunisation  scheme  was  satis- 
factory and  in  all  141  children  were  immunised  at  the  local 
clinic.  On  the  other  hand  I would  stress  that  the  response 
for  vaccination  against  smallpox  is  again  unsatisfactory. 

I am  very  pleased  to  see  the  acute  housing  need  being 
gradually  eased  in  the  district  and  also  the  vast  improve- 
ment in  the  water  supply  of  the  lower  part  of  th'e  district 
by  the  completion  of  the  Ffrydiau  Twrch  Water  Scheme. 

I am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  DAVID, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONIDITIONS 

Tlie  District  consists  of  two  Parishes,  Ystradlgynlais 
Higher  and  Ystradgynlais  Lower,  their  respective  areas 
being  13,182  and  9,016  acres,  a total  of  22,198  acres. 

Population. — 11,300. 

Industries. — Ystradgynlais  Lower  is  more  industrial  in 
nature  than  Ystradgynlais  Higher  and  is  more  thickly 
populated.  The  chief  industries  are  coal  mining,  watch 
making,  quarrying  and  agriculture.  ® 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births. — 

(a)  Live  Births: 

Total  199  — 194  legitimate;  5 illegitimate 

Males  99  — 96  legitimate;  3 illegitimate 

Females  ...  100  — 98  legitimate;  2 illegitimate 

(b)  Still  Births : Males  5 ; Females  2. 


Deaths. — ^Total  114  — Males  60;  Females  54. 


Causes  of  Death : 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  

Tuberculosis:  other  forms  

Syphilitic  Disease  

Influenza  

Acute  Polio  Myel 

Cancer  of  Uterus 

Cancer  of  Stomach  

Cancer  of  Breast  

Cancer:  Other  Sites  

Diabetes  

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ... 

Heart  Disease  

Disease  of  Circulatory  System  ... 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  . . . 

Appendicitis  

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

Nephritis  

Premature  Birth  

Con.  Mai.:  Birth  inj 

Road  Accidents  

Other  violent  causes  

Other  causes  


Males  Females 


1 


3 • 

1 


1 

2 

3 

9 

5 

13 

7 

2 

5 

1 

1 

3 


1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

11 

13 

O 

0 

1 
4 


1 


2 


3 

4 


1 

5 


Total 


60 


54 


Infectious  Diseases. — Tlie  chief  epidemics  were  Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever,  and  Whooping  Cough,  but  there  were  no 
deaths. 
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.Chief  Notifiable  Diseases. — 


Pffioencephalitis  . . . . 

1 

Wliooping  Cough  .. 

10 

Measles  

..  163 

Typhoid  

3 

Scarlet  Fever  

..  11 

Diphtheria  

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

1 

Tuberculosis  

17 

POOR  LAW  MEDICAL  RELIEF 

Tliis  scheme  is  administared  by  the  County  Council 
Authcirities.  Area  Relieving  Officer  is  Mr.  George  Williams, 
Council  Offices,  Ystradgynlais;  District  Medical  Officer, 
Dr.  G.  E.  David. 

The  Infirmary  is  at  Llanfaes,  Brecon,  whilst  there  are 
arrangements  in  force  whereby  if  there  is  accommodation 
at  Pontardawe  Infiimary,  patients  from  Ystradgynlais 
R.  D.  C.  area  are  admitted  there. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

General  Medical. — Dr.  A.  F.  Sladden,  Beck  Laboratory, 
General  Hospital,  Swansea. 

Water  Supplies. — Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Caraiarthen. 

Milk. — (a)  Resasurin  Test:  Ministry  of  Agriculture 

Area  Laboratory,  Brecon;  (b)  Tuberculin  Test,  Aberyst- 
wyth University  Laboratories. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

(a)  Maternity. — This  is  administered  by  the  County 
Council.  The  scheme  is  totally  inadequate  and  unsatisfac- 
tory. We  are  dependent  on  there  being  accommodation  in 
hospitals  of  other  counties  and  it  is  only  complicated  cases 
they  are  prepared  to  take. 


(b)  General. — General  Hospital  Facilities  are  on  the 
whole  satisfactory  and  adequate.  Hospitals  serving  the 
area  are: 

(a)  Swansea  General  and  Eye  Hospital. 

(b)  Emergency  Hospital,  Morriston. 

(c)  West  Glamorgan  Hospital,  Neath. 

(c)  Infectious  Fevers. — V/e  are  solely  dependent  on  the 
good  nature  of  other  authorities  and  the  average  cost  to 
this  Authority  is  £32  10s.  Od.  per  case.  At  present  there  is 
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an  arrang-ement  with  Pontardawe  R.D.C.  to  take  Ystrad- 
gynlais  cases  at  a cost  of  £3  3s.  Od.  per  week,  plus  ambul^^e 
cost.  ^ 

(d)  Tuberculosis.— Sanatorium  at  Craigynos  is  adminis- 
tered by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association,  which 
also  has  charge  of  the  area  clinics. 

(e)  Mental  Diseases. — ^^Cases  cared!  for  at  the  County 
Mental  Hospital,  Talgarth. 

VACCINATION, 

Controlled  by  the  iCounty  Council. 

Vaccination  Officer:  Mr.  George  Williams,  Council 

Offices,  Ystradgynlais. 

Vaccinator  (Medical) : Dr.  G.  E,  David. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

Administered  by  a local  committee. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  district  has  seven  piped  supplies',  five  of  which  are 
chlorinated  and  samples  are  periodically  taken  for  Bacterio- 
logical analysis. 
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0 The  Sanitary  Inspector  Report 


Mr.  Chainnan  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  oonsideration  my 
report  for  the  year  1947. 

During  the  year,  only  16  families  were  re-housed  by  the 
Council,  but  the  large  number  of  houses  now  in  course  of 
construction  will  off-set  this  figure  ini  the  coming  year.  An 
appreciable  amount  of  repair  v/ork  was  carried!  out  to  exist- 
ing premises,  though  much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  this 
field. 

An  additional  refuse  lorry  was  put  into  operation  during 
the  year  and  the  district  is  now  completely  covered  three 
times  every  week. 

The  sampling  of  milk  under  the  National  Milk  Testing 
and  Advisory  Scheme  was  continued  and  a large  number 
of  Ice  Cream  Samples  were  also  taken  for  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  EMLYN  JONES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Housing  Inspections  and  Re-inspections 
Acts  and  Public  Health  Acts) 

(Housing 

240 

Nuisances  

23 

Drainage 

31 

Infectious  Diesases  

32 

Verminous  Premises  ....  ...  

37 

Farms,  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  

10 

Factories  -and  Workshops  

10 

P'ood  Premises 

57 

Bakeshouses  

2 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  

52 

Inspections  under  Infestation  Order  ... 

27 

Miscellaneous  Visits  

185 
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Total 

706 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  _ 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouseis  inspected  during  ^ 

the  year  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  224 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  for  the  pui-pose 240 

2.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  proved  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  dr  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 161 

3.  — Number  of  dv/ellinghouses  (exclusive  to  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  (Rural  Housing  Suiwey)  517 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequenoe 
of  infonnal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  17 


3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Acts,  1936. 

1.  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  13 

2.  — Number  of  dwellinghous'es  rendered  fi-t  after 

service  'Of  formal  notices 5 

(a)  By  owners  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceiedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  — Number  of  dwiellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  def  ects  remedied  5 

2.  — Number  of  dvv^iellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

defects  remedied  after  S'Crvice  of  formal 
notices  2 

(a)  By  owners  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made Nil 

2.  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 
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3.  — Statutory  Notice  served  under  Water  Act  ...  1 

4.  — Number  complied Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  1 

1.  — Number  of  Separate  Tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  Nil 

2.  — Number  of  Separate  Tenements  in  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenements  'Or  rooms 
having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 


NOTICES  SERVED 


Under  the  Housing  Acts: 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served 
Number  of  Informial  Notices  oomplied  with 
Number  of  Formal  Notices  served 
Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts: 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 
Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with  ... 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926: 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Sierved 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with 


28 

16 

12 

5 


15 

14 

5 

2 


Nil 

Nil 


Public  Cleanclnig. — ^With  two  lorries  in  operation  the 
v/hole  of  the  district  is  now  covered  three  times  weekly  and 
the  total  tonnage  conectsd  during  the  year  was  6,240  tons. 


Salvage. — After  September  1st  the  new  lorry  was  used 
every  afternoon  for  the  collection  of  waste  paper  and  that 
brought  about  an  immediate  improvement  in  the  amount  of 
paper  collected.  There  was  a marked  improvement  on  last 
year’s  collection'  and  the  total  tonnage  collected  was  27  tons 
16  cwts.,  valued  at  £159  10s.  Od, 

Nuisancen. — In  the  main,  nuisances  were  dealt  with 
informally,  although  15  Informal  and  5 Formal  Notices 
were  served.  These  were  complied  with,  with  the  exception 
of  3 of  the  Formal  Notices. 
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Disinfection. — Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  25  Houses 
following  cases  of  infectious  disease.  The  houses  were 
sprayed  and  fumigated  and  a free  supply  of  disinf.ectant 
given  the  occupiers  for  further  use. 

Disinfestation.  — 37  Houses  wiere  disinfested  mainly 
against  ants.  The  results  in  most  cases  were  satisfactory. 

Milk  Sampling. — 733  samples  were  taken  from  retailers 
and  sent  for  the  Resasurin  Test  at  the  Brecon  Laboratory 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  results 
were  as  follows: — 

Category  A — 549 ; Category  B — 62 ; Category  C — 122. 


School  Milks. — 6 Samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  supplied 
to  local  Schools  were  sent  for  the  Phosphatase  Test,  only 
2 of  which  were  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


Sampling:  Tuberculosis. — 8 samples  were  sent  for  the 
Mycobacterium  'Tuberculosis  Test  and  all  were  found  to  be 
negative. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act. — 64  visists  were  made'  to  butcher’s 
shops,  ice  cream  premises,  fried  fish-shops  and  other  food 
stores.  The  following  articles  were  oondemned  as  unfit  for 
human  food : — 


Bacon,  160  lbs. 

Butter,  7^  lbs. 

Cheese,  91  lbs. 

Jam,  34  lbs. 

Dried  Fruit,  159  lbs. 
Pudding  Powder,  217  pkts. 
Sugar,  18  lbs. 

Salt,  100  pkts. 

Tea,  161bs. 


Imported  Meat,  285  lbs. 

Tinned  Milk,  77  tins.  ' 

Tomatoes,  28  lbs. 

Assorted  Tinned  Food,  109  tins. 
Beetroot,  52  tins. 

Cake  Powder,  349  pkts. 

Soya  Flour,  14  lbs. 

Pickles,  12  bottles. 


28  Samples  of  Ice-cream  from  all  local  manufacturers 
were  sent  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  the  results  being  as 
follows : — 

Grade  1 — Satisfactory  3 

Grade  2 — Fair  8 

Grade  3 — Unsatisfactory  7 

Grade  4 — Very  Unsatisfactory  ...  10 
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^ Watei"  Supply. — 18  Samples  of  water  were  sent  for  Bac- 
teriological Analysis  and  the  results  were  as  follows : — 


Date 

Water  Supply 

Result 

14/2/47 

..  Lion  Supply 

Suspicious 

14/2/47 

. . Nantmarl 

Highly  Satisfactory 

13/3/47 

..  Frydiau  Twrch 

Suspicious 

21/3/47 

..  Colbren  Supply 

Satisfactory 

3/4/47 

..  Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

3/7/47 

..  Ffrydiau  Twrch  ... 

Satisfactory 

3/7/47 

..  Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

14/7/47 

. . Nantmarl 

Satisfactory 

11/8/47 

. . Colbren 

Unsatisfactory 

26/8/47 

. . Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

9/9/47 

. . Colbren 

Satisfactory 

9/9/47 

. . Pantyff ynon  Spring 

Unsatisfactory 

10/10/47 

. . Penwyllt 

Doubtful 

10/11/47 

. . Nantmarl 

Satisfactory 

12/11/47 

..  Ffrydiau  Twrch  ... 

Satisfactory 

12/11/47 

..  Lion  Supply 

Unsatisfactory 

16/12/47 

. . Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

22/12/47 

. . Nantmarl 

Satisfactory 

Rodent  Control. — Th  employment  of  a full  time  Rodent 

Operator  was  fully  justified  and  the  following  is  a summary 

of  the  work  carried  out  by  him»during 

the  year. 

Points  Estimated  Bodies 

Laid 

Killed  Found 

Sewers 

...  301  ... 

30  ...  5 

Private  Premises  ...  6923 

5628  ...  1164 

River  Banks 

...  1259  ... 

1190  ...  151 

Refuse  Tips 

...  454  ... 

478  ...  80 

Totals  . . . 8937 

7326  1400 

Block  treatment  under  N.S.12  was 

also  carried  out  dur- 

ing  the  year  by  3 temporary  operators,  and  the  following  is 

a summary  of  their  work: 

Premises  visited  

...  2580 

Premises  treated  

923 

Points  laid  

...  8184 

Estimated  killed  

...  7136 

Bodies  found  

...  1361 
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Rainfall. — Rainfall  figures 
\ stradgynlais,  for  which  I 
Griffiths,  B,A. 


taken  at  the  County  Scfrool, 
am  indebted  to  Mr.  D.  H. 


January  4.88 

February  1.05 

March  12.07 

April  5.93 

May  3.10 

June  2.54 

July  3,97 

August  50 

September  4.00 

October  1.64 

November  6.41 

December  4.18 


Total  for  the  year:  50.27  ins. 


I am  gentlemen, 

■ Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  EMLYN  JONES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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